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Theodore Marshall "Ted" Risenhoover (November 3, 1934 - September 10, 2006) was a U.S.
Representative from Oklahoma during the 1970s.

Risenhoover was born in Haskell County, Oklahoma, in a town called East Liberty. He graduated
from Stigler High School in Stigler, Oklahoma, then served in the United States Air Force beginning
in 1955. While in the Air Force, Risenhoover attended the University of Alabama from 1960 to 1961,
receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree.

Discharged from the Air Force in 1963, Risenhoover became the part owner and president of a
printing business in Tahlequah, Oklahoma two years later.

A Democrat, Risenhoover served as an Oklahoma crime commissioner from 1970 to 1974 and as a
delegate to the Democratic National Mid-term Convention in 1974. That same year, Risenhoover was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Oklahoma's 2nd Congressional District, assuming
office on January 3, 1975.

He served two terms in the House, then lost the 1978 Democratic nomination for his seat to Mike
Synar after The Washington Post ran a lifestyle article about Risenhoover that mentioned he slept on
a "heart shaped waterbed" and the Synar campaign seized the opportunity to question the
incumbent's judgement by printing and widely distributing copies of the controversial news article.

Risenhoover died in Claremore, Oklahoma.
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Members of the U.S. House of Representatives from Oklahoma

1st district
McGuire • Davenport • Chandler • Howard • Chandler • Howard • Montgomery •

Howard • O'Connor • Disney • Schwabe • Gilmer • Schwabe • Belcher • Jones •

Inhofe • Largent • Sullivan

2nd district
Fulton • Morgan • Hastings • Robertson • Hastings • Nichols • Stigler •

Edmondson • McSpadden • Risenhoover • Synar • Coburn • Carson • D. Boren

3rd district
Davenport • Creager • Davenport • Carter • Cartwright • Stewart • Albert •

Watkins • Brewster • Watkins • Lucas

4th district
Carter • Murray • McKeown • Pringey • McKeown • Gassaway • L. Boren •

G. Johnson • Steed • McCurdy • Watts • Cole

5th district
Ferris • Thompson • Harreld • Swank • Stone • Swank • Lee • Hill • G. Smith •

Monroney • Jarman • Edwards • Istook • Fallin • Lankford

Ferris • Gensman • Thomas • Johnson, Sr. • Morris • Wickersham • Morris •
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6th district
Wickersham • Johnson, Jr. • J. Smith • Camp • English • Lucas

7th district McClintic • Massingale • Wickersham • Peden • Wickersham

8th district
Morgan • Swindall • Herrick • Garber • Marland • Ferguson • Rizley • Wilson •

Belcher

At-large Murray • Thompson • Weaver • Rogers

Territory Harvey • Flynn • Callahan • Flynn • McGuire
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