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The Fulbright Program

The Fulbright Program is the flagship international educational
exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government and is
designed to “increase mutual understanding between the
people of the United States and the people of other
countries.” With this goal as a starting point, the Fulbright
Program has provided almost 300,000 participants—chosen
for their academic merit and leadership potential — with the
opportunity to study, teach and conduct research, exchange
ideas and contribute to finding solutions to shared
international concerns.

Funding

The primary source of funding for the Fulbright Program is an
annual appropriation made by the United States Congress to
the Department of State. Participating governments and host
institutions in foreign countries and in the United States also
contribute financially through cost-sharing and indirect
support, such as salary supplements, tuition waivers and
university housing. The Congressional appropriation for the
Fulbright Program in fiscal year 2010 was $253.8 million.
Foreign governments, through binational commissions or
foundations abroad, contributed approximately $68.5 million
directly to the Program.The term "Fulbright Program"
encompasses a variety of exchange programs, including both
individual and institutional grants. For further information,
please visit http://fulbright.state.gov/.

Scholar Programs

The Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program sends approximately
1,100 American scholars and professionals per year to
approximately 125 countries, where they lecture and/or
conduct research in a wide variety of academic and
professional fields.

The Fulbright Specialist Program, a short-term complement
to the core Fulbright Scholar Program, sends U.S. faculty and
professionals to serve as expert consultants on curriculum,
faculty development, institutional planning and related
subjects at overseas academic institutions for a period of 2 to
6 weeks.

The Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program provides grants to
approximately 850 foreign scholars from over 95 countries to
lecture and/or conduct postdoctoral research at U.S.
institutions for an academic semester to a full academic year.

The Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence (SIR) Program enables
U.S. colleges and universities to host foreign academics to
lecture on a wide range of subject fields for a semester or
academic year. Preference is given to institutions developing
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an international agenda and/or serving a minority audience,
including Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Hispanic
Serving Institutions, Tribal Colleges, small liberal arts colleges
and community colleges. Approximately 50 grants are
awarded annually.
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